[A case of median nerve descended on the surface of the pronator teres muscle].
We report a case in which the left median nerve passed downwards on the surface of the pronator teres muscle in a 70-year-old male cadaver examined during student dissection practice in 2001 at Nihon University School of Medicine. In the present case, the lateral cord of the median nerve is formed of only the middle trunk, C7 and did not include upper trunk, C5, 6. The upper trunk continued the musculocutaneous nerve, but it did not participate in the median nerve. In the cubital fossa, the median nerve descended on the surface of the pronator teres muscle. The pronator teres muscle had an additional head which arose from the medial intermuscular septum. The brachial artery passed between the humeral head and the additional head. It suggested the relevance that the first branch from the median nerve to the forearm flexor muscle group is the union covered with the common ensheathing epineurium. It consisted of the pronator teres muscle branch, the flexor carpi radialis muscle branch, and the branch to the proximal belly of the muscle bundle of the flexor digitorum superficialis muscle (FDS) for the second digit (II-p), which also supplies the palmaris longus muscle. The branch to the FDS for the third to the fifth digit and the anterior interosseous nerve branch arose from the back of the median nerve following the first branch, and the two branches connected mutually. And the median nerve had a branch to the distal belly of the muscle bundle of the FDS for the second digit (II-d) in its more distal part.